The Ark

Wednesday, 5-17

Recipe for Prayer
STEWARDSHIP:  Matthew 6:1-4 NKJV “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise, you have no reward from your Father in heaven.2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.

Important words:

· “Reward” – 3 times indicating there is a reward for our gifts.
· “They have their reward” – They got what they were seeking “Glory from men”

· Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing – This is impossible because your hands are attached to your brain.   What Jesus is saying is that we should give not from our mind but from our heart.  

· Secret –(Psalm 91:1 He that dwells in the “secret place” of the Most High). has to do with the “secret place of your heart”.  A gift from the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Your desire to please God and bring Him pleasure.  The result…God will reward you “Openly” in the natural realm.

Tonight’s Lesson

Prayer

James 5:16 The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available, dynamic in its working.

Prayer is the most powerful action in the spiritual realm and it is a mystery!

PRAYER TOUCHES THREE WORLDS:

· Heaven

· Hell

· Earth

Psalms 56:9 TLB  The very day I call for help (The day we prayed), the tide of battle turns. My enemies flee! This one thing I know: God is for me!
Prayer Defined:

 #1.  (Watchman Nee from “Let Us Pray”) Prayer is none other than the act of the believer working together with God.  Prayer is the union of the believer’s thoughts with the will of God.  Prayer does not alter what God has determined.  Rather it achieves what He has already fore-ordained.  Prayerlessness does effect a change because God will wait for someone to cooperate with him in prayer!

#2.  (Paul Younggi Cho  from “Praying With Jesus”)  In short prayer is a dialogue with God in which our attitudes and thoughts are grafted into God’s thoughts.  If we are to pray effectively, we must condition our thoughts and our attitudes must be right in relation to God’s. 
Acts 4:31 NIV  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  
· When was the last time your prayer was so effective it caused a shaking in your circumstances?

· When was the last time your prayer was so effective it caused the Holy Spirit of God to respond with action?

· When was the last time your prayer life flooded over into your speech and gave you wisdom?
A Recipe for Prayer

Matthew 7:7 NKJV Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will open to you

8.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

Three Steps to Effective Prayer

1. Ask = Petition.  I don’t know why we must ask, but we are told that the beginning of effective prayer is petition.
John 16:24 Amp.  Up to this time you have not asked a single thing in My Name; but now ask and keep on asking and you will receive, so that your joy may be full and complete.
Jeremiah 33:3 Call unto me and I will answer thee and show thee great and mighty things that you know not.
James 4:2b You have not because you ask not 
Listen to the rest of James 4:2-3 NIV   You do not have because you do not ask God.  (3) When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. NIV.
So how can we be sure that our motives are right so our prayers can get a positive answer?

That takes us to ingredient #2 Seeking…
2. Seek = Finding the Promise!  Listening prayer, combined with study of the Bible for scriptural reference for your petition.  Finding the Promise!  
· This step is not for God’s benefit, but yours!  
· Many of us do not receive because we are not convinced that God wants to give to us, or 
· we have a wrong motive in our petition as mentioned in James 4.3. 
2 Cor. 1:20 NIV   For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.

Everything around you – all creation exists because God said it:

Hebrews 4:12 Amplified Bible For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power (making it active, operative, energizing, and effective) It is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (the soul) and the immortal spirit and of joints and marrow of the deepest parts of our nature, exposing, and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.

The Word will show us when we are praying God’s will and when we are not!

EXAMPLE:  James 5:13-16 NIV  Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.

Look at the lessons this passage teaches:

· Prayer will help you in times of trouble and depression.

· Praise should be the result of answered prayer.

· Prayer offered in faith brings healing to sick people.

· Prayer is powerful and effective.
THE WORD IS ALSO OUR ONLY WEAPON IN SPIRITUAL WARFARE AND IS ACTIVATED BY PRAYER:  (Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to the end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints – NKJV).

Have you ever heard someone called a “prayer warrior”?

(From Spirit Filled Bible – Prayer is not so much a weapon, or even a part of the armor, as it is the means by which we engage in the battle itself and the purpose for which we are armed.  To put on the armor of God is to prepare for battle.  Prayer is the battle itself, with God’s Word being our chief weapon employed against Satan during our struggle).  
ONCE YOU FIND YOUR PROMISE YOU ARE READY FOR INGREDIENT 3
3.  KNOCK = Calling forth the promise.  (Isaiah 46:9-10 ..God speaks the end of a matter from the beginning and creates with His words).

Seasons of Prayer.

Isaiah 55:8 KJV For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways says the Lord

9. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts

And then God gives us an example that we might understand 

10. For as the rain comes down and the snow from heaven and returns not, but waters the earth and makes it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater:

11.  So shall my word be that goes forth out of my mouth:  it shall not return to me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.  
We must understand

Seed…….time……harvest!

Galatians 6:9And let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.)  

Example:   blue bonnets in Texas

How long must you continue to knock?

Luke 6:9 Men ought always to pray and not faint. 

It takes time for your words spoken in prayer to bring forth the desired harvest, but it will come if you don’t faint.

THE BIGGEST REASON FOR LACK OF ANSWERS TO PRAYER IS LACK OF ENDURANCE!

Satan wants to wear you out!

Daniel 7:25 And Satan shall speak words against the Most High God and shall wear out the saints of the Most High…etc.

Satan wants to hinder the plans and purposes of God on earth so he attacks our mind to keep us from prayer because every plan of God on earth is birthed in prayer.

There is a Texas expression you may be familiar with: 
“Hunker down”

Dictionary = (1) To hold resolutely or stubbornly to when confronted by opposition, criticism, etc. until the resistance begins to break down!

(2) To squat on heels as in a birthing position 

Your prayers must be louder than the cry of sin, sickness, or any other opposition to the Word of God!  Not louder in volume, but louder in intensity.

My favorite Prayer Verse

Isaiah 62:6 I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem, who will never hold their peace day or night; You who are His servants and by your prayers, put the Lord in remembrance of His promise, Keep not silent.

7.  And give Him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and until He makes her a praise in the earth!
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